IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please cancel Claims 1-23, which are withdrawn from consideration, without 
prejudice. 

Please cancel Claims 29 and 30, without prejudice to further prosecution. 
Please amend the Claims as follows: 

24. (Amended) A method of transplanting pluripotent embryonic-like stem cells in a host 
comprising the step o f introducing into the host pluripotent embryonic-like stem cells, 

from non-e^ y— ™ nostnatal animal cells or tissue capable of self-renewal and 
pahlPnf different^™ m cells of e ndodermal, ectodermal and mesodermal lineages, 



ca 



wherei 



» the .tern cells nrnnfpr^te and differentiate in th e host Hit sluu lUIj, uf Claim 1 



25. (Amended) A method of providing a host with purified pluripotent embryonic- like 
stem cells comprising A«tqrtrf introducing into the host the pluripotent embryonic-like 
stem cells H.rivPri from non-e^nnir nr postnatal animal cells or tissue, capable of self- 
r ..d and enable * Herniation to cells of endodermal, ectodermal and mesodermal 

wherein t^ ™lls nrolifente and differentiate in the host of€rarm-r. 

26. (Amended) A method of in vivo administration of a protein or gene of interest ina 
mammal comprising the sip uf transfecting a the pluripotent embryonic-like stem cell 
h^,.h fmm non-em^y— ™ nn«natal animal cells or tissue, capable of self-renewal and 
, T hlP of differen t"*™ to cells of end odermal ecto dermal and mesodermal lineages of 
etemH- with a vector comprising DNA or RNA which expresses a protein or gene of interest, 
,nH Ministering fr» f^ferted nlunootent embryonic -like stem cell to said mammal, 
wherein the pro *™ ™ ?™ of interest is expressed in said mammal . 

27. (Amended) A method of preventing or tmd/or treating cellular debilitations, 
derangements, and/or dysfunctions or tmd/or other disease states in mammals, comprising 
administering to a mammal a therapeutically effective amount of pluripotent embryonic-like 
stem cells the administe r «>™ ^ "roHferaft- ™d differentiate in said m annnajio 

1T tr ^ ^ ~u„ur Hesitation, de r angement , dysfunction or other disease state in 
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said mammal , ui tells ui tissu e s derived therefrom . 

28. (Amended) A method of tissue repair or transplantation in mammals, comprising 
administering to a mammal a therapeutically effective amount of plunpotent embryonic-like 
stem cells wherein the administered stem cells proliferate an d differentiate to form the cells 
or tissue which is in need of repair or transplantation in said mammal , ui tells oi tissues 
derived therefrom . 

3 1 . (Amended) A pharmaceutical composition for the treatment of cellular debilitation, 
derangement orartd/or dysfunction in mammals, comprising: 

A. a therapeutically effective amount of plunpotent embryonic-like stem cellsror 
t e lls ur tissues deriv e d therefrom ; and 

B. a pharmaceutical^ acceptable medium or carrier. 

32. (Amended) The pharmaceutical composition of Claim 31 28 further comprising one 
or more a proliferation factor or lineage-commitment factor. 

Please add the following new Claims: 

- 33. A method of treating cellular or tissue loss or deficiency in a mammal comprising 
administering to said mammal a therapeutically effective amount of pluripotent embryonic- 
like stem cells, wherein the administered stem cells proliferate and differentiate to form the 
cells or tissue which is lost or deficient in said mammal. 

34. The method of Claim 33 wherein the pluripotent embryonic-like stem cells are 
administered in combination with one or more proliferation factor or lineage commitment 
factor. - 
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